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Diamond Jubilee of UGC

Cabinet nod to RUSA

India & Mauritius sign MoUs
on Education

PM Announces Institution of Nehru Award

Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister
of India, releasing a book at UGC’s
Diamond Jubilee celebrations in
New Delhi. Dr. M. M. Pallam Raju,
Minister of HRD, Dr. Shashi Tharoor,
Minister of State of HRD, Shri Ashok
Thakur, Secretary (HE) and Prof.
Ved Prakash, Chairman, UGC, are
also seen.

62nd Meeting of CABE
Diamond Jubilee of University Grants
Commission was celebrated on December 28,
2013 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, who graced the
occasion as Chief Guest, announced
institution of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru Award
to honor individual excellence in the areas of
Science, Humanities and Social Sciences,
Technology, Art & Culture.
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Appreciating the role of the Commission in
regulating Higher Education in the country,
the Prime Minister also asked UGC to play the
role of a national ‘Think Tank’ for the
promotion of Higher Education. Lauding the
Government’s “unprecedented emphasis on
education at all levels in the last decade,” the
PM said that not only had Gross Enrolment
Ratio gone up from 11% in 2005-06 to 19.4% in
2010-11, 23 Central Universities, 7 IIMs, 9 IITs,
10 NITs and 4 IITs have also been set up during
this period by the Central Government.
Hon’ble Prime Minister chose to highlight
the role of the Rashtriya
Uchattar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA) in promoting Higher
Education in the country.

He specifically pointed out that the scheme
aims to create 278 new universities and 388
new colleges while seeking to convert 266
colleges to Model Degree colleges by the end of
the current five-year plan ending 2017. It is
noteworthy that RUSA will also provide
infrastructure grants to 286 state universities
and 8500 state colleges.
Dr. M. M. Pallam Raju, Minister of HRD, in his
address, said that the UGC will also launch a
Chair in the name of the Indian Nobel
Laureates, including Dr. C. V. Raman, Rabindra
Nath Tagore and Mother Teresa. Speaking about
the various scholarships and opportunities
propagated by the Ministry, Dr. Raju said that
the government is focused on providing greater
access to education to the weaker sections of
the society.
Prof. Ved Prakash, Chairman UGC,
emphasised on the fact that the Commission is
taking several steps like Recharge programmes
and appointment of contractual
members to ease the
constraints caused by
shortage of quality faculty.
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The year 2013 proved to be a ‘Year of Achievement’ for
f
the Higher Education sector with a number of historic
ric
decisions taken at different levels. In October, the
he
Ministry constituted the “Higher Education Apex
pex
Coordination Committee” to regulate various bodies
dies
and professional councils in this sector. With the
he
Hon’ble HRM chairing the Committee and heads of
various bodies and councils its members, the Committee
will definitely show the way through various important
matters.
A major step, for enhancing access to quality Higher
Education, is the launch of Rashtriya Uchhatar Shiksha
Abhiyan (RUSA) with an outlay of Rs. 22, 855 crores
during XII Five Year Plan. The scheme would improve
access, bring in equity, enhance quality in Higher
Education, all through planned development at the
state level. The decentralization of the system will
surely make state institutions self-reliant and reduce
the burden on the Centre.
The Ministry has signed a MoU with Prasar Bharti, to
launch 50 DTH channels in its first phase. The joint
venture would see quality content originating from
premier institutions such as IITs, Central Universities,
NITs, which would be relayed all over the country
Direct-to-Home through satellite. This endeavor will
grant a greater number of students access towards
quality content, even outside classrooms.
In order to improve quality, UGC has issued Regulations
for mandatory accreditation of institutions.
The signing of MoU between Indian & Mauritius for
establishing of IIT Research Academy (IITRA) is a major
step forward in internationalisation of Indian Higher
Education.
The event that rounded off the year on an exciting note
was the Prime Minister’s announcement of institution of
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru Award, on the occasion of the
Diamond Jubilee celebration of the UGC in December.
The Nehru award would honor individual excellence in
the areas of Science, Humanities and Social Sciences.
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Here’s to a vibrant and educative New Year ahead! We
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THE NEWSLETTER, DECEMBER 2013 ISSUE

2xx

Campus
ReformsNotes
in Education

also aims to provide greater autonomy to universities
and colleges, while providing focus on equity-based
development
and
improving
the
quality
of
teaching-learning.

Cabinet nod to RUSA

The states will have to fulfill certain criteria to be
eligible for funding under RUSA. The criteria is –

Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Minister of State of HRD, briefing the
media on RUSA, in New Delhi on October 4, 2013.

The new centrally-sponsored scheme, Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), received the nod of
the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on October
3, 2013. The scheme, spread over two five year plan
periods – XII and XIII – will focus on the Higher
Educational Institutions in the State jurisdiction. The
flagship scheme would also bring in far-reaching
reforms in the 316 state public universities and 13,024
colleges which it will cover.
The RUSA will run on objectives like – improving access,
bringing in equity and enhancing the quality of Higher
Education through planned development at the state
level. The scheme will also help create new academic
institutions while expanding the existing institutions
which are self-reliant in terms of quality education and
professional management. The emphasis would be on
research and relevant education.
The funding will be provided by the Central and State
Governments, respectively in the ratio of 90:10 for
North-Eastern States and Jammu & Kashmir, 75:25 for
Other Special Category States (Sikkim, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand) and 65:35 for Other States
and UTs. Funding will be made available to private
government-aided institutions also, subject to their
meeting certain pre-conditions for permitted activities
based on laid down norms and parameters.
What sets this scheme apart is the fact that it will work
on principles like performance-based funding, giving
incentives for well-performing institutions, and
decision-making through clearly defined norms. RUSA

(a) Creation of a State Higher Education Council,
(b) Creation of accreditation agencies,
(c) Preparation of the state perspective plans,
(d) Commitment of certain stipulated share of funds
towards RUSA,
(e) Academic, sector-wise and institutional governance
reforms,
(f) Filling faculty positions, etc.
At the state level, the State Higher Education Council
will be responsible for planning, execution and
evaluation of the scheme while at the national level,
the scheme will be implemented by the RUSA Mission
Authority and assisted by the Project Advisory Group,
Technical Support Group and Project Directorate.

Objectives of RUSA
The important objectives of the scheme are:

Educational Institutions by ensuring conformity to
prescribed norms and standards and adoption of
accreditation as a mandatory quality assurance
framework.

Education through high quality institutions in rural and
semi-urban areas as well as creating opportunities for
students from rural areas to get access to better quality
institutions.

and underserved areas.

adequate
opportunities
to
socially
deprived
communities; promote inclusion of women, minorities,
SC/ST and OBCs as well as differently abled persons.

Higher Educational institutions and ensure capacity
building at all levels.
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and Human Resources.
institutions to devote themselves to research and
innovation.

government with the conventional higher education
system through optimum interventions.
All funding under RUSA would be norm based and future
grants would be performance based and outcome
dependent. Commitment by States and institutions to
certain academic, administrative and governance
reforms will be a precondition for receiving funding.

The first MoU was signed between IIT Delhi and
Mauritius Research Council for setting up of an
International Institute of Technology Research Academy
(IITRA) in Mauritius. The Institute would provide world
class research-based educational platform for full-time
and part-time post graduate research leading to MS
(Research) and Ph. D. degrees to be awarded by IIT Delhi
in identified clusters.

Background:
The National Development Council (NDC) had approved
RUSA as part of the XII Five Year Plan. It was
subsequently included in the list of 66 schemes
approved by the Cabinet on June 20, 2013 as Centrally
sponsored scheme.

India-Mauritius sign MoUs on Education

Dr. M. M. Pallam Raju, Minister of HRD, in a meeting with
Dr. R. Jeetah, Minister of Tertiary Education, Science and
Research, Mauritius, on November 19, 2013.

Dr. M. M. Pallam Raju, Minister of HRD, in a meeting with
Dr. Navin Ramgoolam, Prime Minister of the Republic of
Mauritius.

India and Mauritius signed two MoUs to promote
educational cooperation between the two countries.
The MoUs were signed during the two day visit of Dr. M.
M. Pallam Raju, Minister of HRD, to Mauritius, on
November 19 and 20, 2013. Apart from meeting Dr.
Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Prime Minister of Mauritius,
Dr. Raju also held bilateral meetings with Dr. R. Jeetah,
Minister of Tertiary Education, Science and Research
and Dr. Vasant Kumar Bunwaree, Minister of Education

The other MoU between Association of Indian
Universities (AIU) and Tertiary Education Council (TEC)
of Mauritius for mutual recognition of educational
qualifications was also finalized and signed. The
agreement will ensure that both parties facilitate the
mutual recognition of Higher Education qualifications
awarded to students in Mauritius and India.
During the bilateral discussions between Dr. Raju and Dr.
Jeetah, the two sides agreed to the following:
(i) The UGC will facilitate linkages with
Higher
Education institutions running Oceanography related
programmes and research in Ocean Studies. Joint
research programmes such as resource mapping and the
holding of workshops in collaboration with institutions
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1. RTE Act

(ii) Collaboration with the institutions will be facilitated
for exchange of researchers, academics and faculty
members to develop Higher Education programmes in
the
area
of
Petroleum
Engineering/Chemical
Engineering.

The Committee noted the RTE progress of the last three
years in improving access, promoting social inclusion,
reduction in gender gaps and in provision for children
with special needs. The CABE members also noted the
road that still needs to be travelled in fully meeting the
objectives of the RTE Act and in ensuring school
standards enunciated therein. The Committee resolved
therefore, that completion of school infrastructure and
recruitment of teachers and their deployment should be
expedited. The need for paying greater attention to
improvement of learning outcomes and the quality of
teachers was further highlighted by the CABE.

(iii) Support of Ministry of HRD will be provided for
E-learning and sharing of open education resources
developed in India.
(iv) Collaboration of IIT-Delhi will be extended to
University of Mauritius for cyber security and cyber
systems programmes.

62nd Meeting of CABE

Regarding the issues raised on teacher recruitment,
teacher salaries and teacher training, most of these
would be covered under the proposed National Mission
on Teachers and Teaching. However, the Central
Government would not like to enter into a domain
directly relating to State and local administration, such
as salary and appointment of teachers.

2. RUSA

Shri Jitin Prasada, Minister of State of HRD, addressing the
62 Meeting of Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE),
in New Delhi on October 10, 2013.

Shri Jitin Prasada, Minister of State for HRD, chaired
the 62nd meeting of the Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE) in New Delhi on October 10, 2013. In
his opening remarks, Shri Prasada talked about the
vision for a “Faster, More Inclusive and Sustainable
Growth,” which is a part of the XII Five Year Plan of the
Government. He also said that the Ministry was going to
focus on the four E’s – Expansion, Equity, Excellence
and Employability – for the growth of Higher Education.

In Higher Education, the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan (RUSA) has been approved by the Cabinet. A
detailed presentation on the Mission giving the various
components under this Mission and the roll out in the
coming years was presented before CABE. This is for the
first time since independence that Higher Education is
being expanded in a mission mode which will
particularly benefit State Universities and Colleges. All
State Governments will take steps to form their State
Higher Education Council and prepare the State Higher
Education Plan.

3. National Mission on Teachers and Teaching
The CABE Committee Report on National Mission on
Teachers and Teaching was presented. CABE placed on
record its appreciation for the committee chaired by Dr.
Shashi Tharoor, Minister of State for HRD. The major
recommendations made in the Committee Report were
noted by CABE. Based on these recommendations, a
new scheme of National Mission on Teachers and
Teaching is being launched.

The meeting discussed and deliberated on the
following resolutions -
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4. Introduction of NSS
her
Making NSS a credit based elective course in Higher
Education was taken up for consideration. This was an
agenda item of the Department of Youth Affairs. It was
decided that UGC and AICTE would explore the
possibility of implementing this from the next academic
mic
session.

5. Community Colleges
An updated status on the implementation of Pilot
ilot
Community Colleges Schemes was also noted by CABE.
E.
The meeting was attended by Shri K. Rehman Khan,
han,
Minister of Minority Affairs, Shri P.B. Naik, Minister of
State of Social Justice and Empowerment, Lt. Governor
nor
of Andaman & Nicobar, 13 State Education Ministers,
ters,
representatives of States and Union Territories, CABE
ABE
Members, Heads of Autonomous Organisation, Vice
ice
Chancellors and Senior Academics. Shri Ashok Thakur,
kur,
Secretary (HE), cum Member Secretary, CABE, Shri R.
Bhattacharya, Secretary (SE&L), Chairmen, UGC and
AICTE were also present in the meeting along with other
her
senior officials of the Central and State Governments.
s.

RUSA Funds to 12 States, 4 UTs
Twelve states and four UTs have been
considered eligible to receive Rs. 120 crore
each under the Research, Innovation and
Quality Improvement Component of RUSA.
They are – Andaman & Nicobar, Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chandigarh, Dadra &
Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu, Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Nagaland, Odisha, Punjab and
Uttar Pradesh. All innovative schemes will
be funded as per the decision of the PAB
(Project Approval Board). The funds are
meant to support different types of
research programmes like base research,
key technology (R&D), High end (R&D), etc
during the current Five Year Plan.

A German delegation called on Dr. M. M. Pallam Raju, Minister of HRD, in New Delhi on December 12, 2013.
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Music Album on Swami Vivekananda

Electronics and Information Technology (NIELIT) of
Department of Information and Technology.
Dr. Pallam Raju emphasised that the government
needed to provide necessary skill-set to about one crore
20 lakh youth who joined the work force every year. He
said this was necessary if India had to gain full
advantage of its demographic dividend. In this regard,
the Minister said the Industry has to contribute in
achieving the target of imparting skills to 50 crore youth
by 2022.
Dr. Raju said that periodic revision of skill education
curriculum will also enhance the employability of the
youth as well as ensure a steady income for them.

Shri Jitin Prasada, Minister of State of HRD, releasing the
music album on Swami Vivekananda, in New Delhi on
November 28, 2013

To commemorate the 150th birth celebrations of Swami
Vivekananda, Shri Jitin Prasada, Minister of State of
HRD, released a music album on November 28, 2013.
The album contains one of the original poems of the
great thinker and philosopher, among other songs.
The album is an endeavor of Akshayaa and Amrutaa
Vibho, 11-year-old twin sisters from Delhi. Akshayaa is
learning Hindustani classical vocal from Pandit
Sitangshu Chaudhary of Rampur Sehaswan Gharana and
Amrutaa is being trained under the legendary Mridanga
Vidwan Dr. T. K. Murthy as well as international drum
star Shri Sivamani. Amrutaa is also the youngest female
drum player in the country.

HRM asks Industry To Boost Skill
Development in Education
Dr. M. M. Pallam Raju, Minister of HRD, has asked the
Industry for more active participation with the
government in promoting skill development. Dr. Raju
was addressing a conference on Government-public
initiative for skill building in Information Technology and
Telecom sector in New Delhi on November 26, 2013. The
one day conference was organized by the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) with Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) and National Institute of

Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister of Communication and
Information Technology, Law & Justice, while speaking
on the occasion, said that there has to be a paradigm
shift in our education sector following fast paced
technology changes. Asking for a tripartite system for
skill development, Shri Sibal said that the system needs
to work closely with all the sectors of the economy to
meet their peculiar requirements.
Shri Ashok Thakur, Secretary (HE), also spoke on the
occasion and called for all the centrally-funded
Institutions, from IITs to the polytechnics, to co-opt the
community colleges to meet the skill development
needs by the end of current five year plan in 2017.
On the occasion, an MoU was also signed between AICTE
and NIELIT to establish a new specialization under the
IT/IITs sector of NVEQF namely NIELIT-certified IT
professional (NCITP). Under NCIPT, the NIELIT O & A
level courses are proposed to be aligned to level 5 and

Education a tool for Social Change, says
President Pranab Mukherjee
Hon’ble President Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated
the National Education Day celebrations in Gangtok,
Sikkim on November 11, 2013 with the words of advice
that there should not be any confrontation between
environmental considerations and developmental
requirements. Shri Mukherjee also threw open the
“Jawaharlal Nehru National Science, Mathematics and
Environment Exhibition (JNNSMEE) 2013, along the
sidelines.
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Citing the changes made in the education system – like
the Right to Education, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan and the Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan – he said that these schemes
and programmes will have far reaching positive
implications on the system.
Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Minister of State of HRD, also paid his
tribute to Maulana Azad and credited the luminary with
setting up a system of modern and secular education in
the post-independent India.
Shri Pawan Chamling, Chief Minister of Sikkim, spoke
about the rapid pace at which the literacy rate had
progressed in the state.
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the President of India, inaugurating
the 40th Jawaharlal Nehru National Science, Mathematics
and Environment Exhibition for Children, 2013 on the
occasion of National Education Day on November 11, 2013,
in Gangtok, Sikkim. Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Minister of State of
HRD and Shri Shriniwas Patil, the Governor of Sikkim are
also seen.

The National Education Day was celebrated by the
Ministry in collaboration with State Government of
Sikkim and NCERT. The theme of the JNNSMEE 2013 was
“Science and Society.”

The President paid rich tributes to the first Education
Minister of India, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad while
describing him as a “great visionary, freedom fighter,
scholar and eminent educationist.” Calling for
promotion of innovation in education, Shri Mukherjee
said, “It is the innovation in Science and Technology
which can lead to development of new products and
processes which could act as a catalyst for growth.” He
also described education as a necessary tool for national
progress, human empowerment and social change.

Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Minister of State of HRD,
delivering the lecture on “The Consequences of
India’s Economic Resurgence,” at the 4th Sir M.
Visvesvaraya Memorial Lecture, in Mumbai on
November 26, 2013.

Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Minister of State of HRD, addressing the
inaugural function of the National Education Day
celebrations in Gangtok, Sikkim, on November 11, 2013.
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Special Scholarship Scheme for Jammu
& Kashmir

MHRD signs MoU with Prasar Bharti

For the past two years, the Ministry has been awarding
5000 fresh scholarships to students belonging to Jammu
and Kashmir, who secure admission in Government
colleges/institutes outside the state. The Scheme
provides tuition fees, hostel fees, cost of books and
other incidental charges to students. Out of the total
scholarships, 4500 are for general degree courses, 250
for engineering and 250 for medical studies.
The scheme is being implemented through a web portal
of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
(http://www.aicte-india.org/JnKadmissions.html). In
order to provide an all India exposure to the students of
J&K, these scholarships are limited to five per institute
plus seats in Centrally Funded Technical Institutions.
Inter-changeability of slots amongst General Degree,
Medical and Engineering streams is also permissible with
the approval of the Inter Ministerial Committee (IMC).
The scheme also incorporates the provisions of
reservation as per J&K State Government reservation
norms.
While the number of scholarships awarded in the year
2011-12 was only 38, it increased to 3340 in the year
2012-13. For the year 2013-14, scholarships to 1502
students were approved as on November 8, 2013. In the
8th meeting of Inter Ministerial Committee (IMC), held
on November 26, 2013, it was decided that scholarship
may be provided to the remaining 2245 eligible
candidates subject to their giving an undertaking that in
the next academic year they may be relocated to other
institutes within the same university or other
universities in the region. Thus, in the current academic
session 3747 students would be eligible for scholarships
covering the entire budgeting allocation for the year.
The IMC also decided that from the academic year
2014-15, only those students would be eligible for
scholarship who apply through the above AICTE portal
and are allotted colleges/seats or those who are
admitted to the centrally funded institutions on their
own merit. The State Government would be playing an
active role in proper dissemination of information on
the scheme and helping AICTE and the students in
properly filling the web application requirements.

Shri Ashok Thakur, Secretary (HE) and Shri Jawahar Sircar,
CEO, Prasar Bharti, signing an MoU regarding the launch of
50 DTH channels under NMEICT scheme, in New Delhi on
December 19, 2013.

The Department of Higher Education signed a MoU with
Prasar Bharti (PB) to launch 50 DTH (Direct-to-Home)
channels in its first phase. Shri Ashok Thakur, Secretary
(HE) and Shri Jawahar Sircar, CEO, PB, signed the MoU in
New Delhi on December 19, 2013.
The content for this Joint venture would originate from
institutions like IITs, IGNOU, State Open Universities,
Central Universities, NITs, etc. For the most part, the
content, most of which would be live.
The way to a more connected education system goes
through Information and Communication Technology,
therefore, the government considers DTH as the first
and effective choice, after TV, to make educational
content available to millions of Indians. Each of the
launched channels shall deliver live telecasts, 9 hours a
day, to be repeated in the next 15 hours. The content
generation and delivery through 50 DTH channels, shall
amount to 1,64,250 hours of educational material a
year, equivalent to 4106 Courses (each course of 40 hour
duration) in UG & PG subjects.
The DTH channels of MHRD shall carry curriculum based
content in almost all subjects being taught in
universities and colleges. The programme is designed in
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such a way that educational content besides being
viewed on TV sets shall also be made available to
viewers on IP devices such as PCs, Tablets (including
Aakash), smart phones and on other personal devices.
In the later phase, about 1,000 channels shall be
launched under the National Mission on Education
through Information and Communication Technology
(NMEICT). These educational channels will handle
structured lecture series and all the lectures will be
made available on the portal. A Special Purpose Vehicle
with the representatives of Prasar Bharati and MHRD
will be established to implement the project.

UGC Act Amended, Autonomous
Colleges to Confer Degrees
After a day-long meeting of select Autonomous Colleges
and State Government representatives on October 7,
2013, the Ministry decided to explore ways to confer
degree-granting powers on autonomous colleges by way
of amendment of the UGC Act.
This was the first exclusive meeting of the Principals of
Autonomous
Colleges
and
State
Government
representatives with MHRD and the UGC, after the
formulation of the scheme by the UGC a few decade
ago. Shri Ashok Thakur, Secretary (HE), shared the
proposed initiatives for bringing about reforms in
affiliation system which has become the bane of Higher
Education system in the country. He also informed the
participants about the provisions of the recently
approved Rashtriya Ucchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), a
scheme of MHRD wherein autonomous colleges desirous
of converting themselves into universities can be
provided with funding upto Rs. 55 crores each. The total
amount earmarked for XII FYP for this scheme is Rs.
2475 crores.
Some of the Universities have more than 800 colleges
affiliated to them with the result that their entire time
is consumed by routine administrative tasks leaving
little time for research and innovation. On the other
hand, many of these colleges, though imparting high

level of education having potential for research, are not
allowed to grow as they are not allowed to work beyond
the limits prescribed by the University system. The
Secretary felt that the system of Autonomous Colleges
could provide a way out of this limiting role of affiliation
system. This could be done by upgrading the
autonomous colleges with ‘A’ NAAC accreditation (46
out of 441 colleges are ‘A’ grade) the status of a Deemed
University, State University or just give them degree
granting powers by amending the UGC Act.
The colleges welcomed the efforts of the Department of
Higher Education and UGC in taking up this initiative.
Ban on recruitments to teaching positions by some State
Governments and overlooking of their Autonomous
Status by the affiliating Universities were some of the
concerns expressed by the Colleges in becoming truly
autonomous institutions.
It was also decided to take up the following in a
time-bound manner:-

Colleges under the Chair of Prof. Syed Hasnain will
finalize its recommendations within two months
including a draft Regulations for autonomous colleges.

in the country will be conferred with autonomy by end
of XII Plan.

finalize programmatic norms under RUSA. It was
decided that 45 autonomous colleges would be
converted into Universities by end of XII Plan.

RUSA. Therefore all states and autonomous colleges
were exhorted to undertake governance and academic
reforms.
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179 Universities, 5224 Colleges
Accredited under new UGC Regulations
Almost a year after UGC issued regulations making
Accreditation and Assessment mandatory for Higher
Education Institutions other than Technical institutions,
179 Universities and 5224 Colleges are accredited all
over India. The guidelines were issued on January 19,

institutions, an area which has remained neglected as
most of the Indian universities are still primarily
teaching institutions. He also mentioned that in India,
the Government invests around 80 per cent in Research
& Development, where as in the OECD (Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development) countries and
developed West, almost 75 per cent of the investment
in R&D is from the private sector.

2013 and the data is as on October 25, 2013.
Dr. Tharoor also emphasised on the need for vocational
As per the regulations, a University/College would be

training among the students. He suggested that more

eligible for mandatory accreditation after passing out of

private sector organisations need to come forward to

2 batches or existence of six years, whichever is earlier.

set up centres of vocational training in order to
complement the Government’s efforts in this area.

UGC has also made grant release contingent on
accreditation of the Institution. Current status of the
institutions accredited as on October 25, 2013 is given
below –

Institutions accredited over all -

Institution Grade A
Universities 70
854
Colleges

Grade B
103
3397

Grace C
6
973

Total
179
5224

Institutions whose accreditation period is valid Institution
Universities
Colleges

Grade A
50
654

Grade B
52
1920

Grace C
0
172

Total
102
2746

Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Minister of State of HRD, addressing the
inaugural session of the FICCI Higher Education Summit
2013, in New Delhi on November 13, 2013.

Mr. Brad Wall, the Premier of Saskatchewan (Canada),

Corporate Sector Should Fund R&D in
Universities

whose speech was read out by Mr. Andy Melnyk, Senior
Strategist, Innovation Saskatchewan, Canada, described
India as a major priority for the Canadian province and
called upon the stakeholders of the Indian higher

Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Minister of State for HRD, has urged

education sector to avail of the high level of research

the Indian private sector to come forward to fund

and innovation in Saskatchewan universities to tackle

research and development programmes in Indian

India’s major challenges such as food security and

universities. He said this while addressing the ‘9th FICCI

energy security.

Higher Education Summit 2013’ on the theme ‘Building
Networks for Transforming Indian Higher Education’ on

The two-day summit has been organized by FICCI in

November 13, 2013. He stated that research is the key

partnership with the Ministry of Human Resource

to

Development and Planning Commission.

enhancing

the

quality

of

Higher

Education
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Expert Committee to Examine
Amendment of UGC Act
An Expert Committee, set up by the University Grants
Commission (UGC), will examine a proposal to amend
the UGC Act, which empowers a college to confer or
grant degree. The amendment will be with regard to the
detailed guidelines for autonomous colleges to ensure
the proper management of academic, financial and
general administrative affairs of these colleges. If an
autonomous college fails to maintain standards, the
UGC and the affiliating University can direct the
concerned college to maintain standards or even
consider revoking the autonomous status of that
college.
The UGC grants the status of autonomy to a college for
a period of six years after which the college, with the
approval of its academic council, formulates an
appropriate mechanism to self evaluate its academic
performance, improvement of standards, and assess the
extent and degree of success in the utilization of
autonomy. The college also has to do a self evaluation
every year. In addition, a UGC Expert Committee
reviews an autonomous college between its fifth and
sixth year of autonomy. Any autonomous college, which
has undergone three successive reviews with no adverse
comments by expert committees after being granted
autonomy, can function independently and there will be
no further reviews by the UGC visiting committees.
However, having a UGC nominee on the governing board
of such councils is a mandatory requirement.

NITTTR Council Formed

curriculum and institutional resources for the NITTTRs.
The Council shall meet at least two times a year.

Apex Coordination Committee on HE
In October 2013, the Ministry constituted a coordinating
body,
“Higher
Education Apex
Coordination
Committee,” which would regulate various bodies and
professional councils in the sector of Higher Education,
ensuring the redressal of any conflict there might be.
The Minister of HRD would chair the committee and the
Chairman, UGC, Secretary (HE), Chairman, All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and President,
Council of Architecture (COA) will be its members.
Besides removing any conflicting situations between the
regulatory bodies and councils, the Committee will also
promote inter-disciplinary learning and research.

Sub-Committee on Urdu Language
Promotion Submits Report
Among the recommendations submitted by a
Sub-Committee on Promotion of Urdu Language and
Enhancement of Compatibility amongst Minorities
through Knowledge of English, the one that stands out is
the proposal to set up a monitoring committee of
experts to ensure the implementation of programmes
related to Urdu language promotion. This and several
other recommendations were made by the committee in
its report presented to Dr. M. M. Pallam Raju, Minister of
HRD on December 19, 2013.
The detailed major
committee are:

To ensure better coordination and exchange between
the four National Institute of Technical Teachers
Training and Research (NITTTR), located in Chandigarh,
Bhopal, Kolkata and Chennai, the Ministry has
constituted a Council of NITTTR. The Minister of HRD
would chair the Council and Chairman and Directors of
the four Institutes as well as other academicians will be
the members.
The Council will work as an advisory body to the Central
Government on matters relating to Central policies,
administration, development of plans and rules,

recommendations

of

the

(1) The Sub-Committee has recommended the setting
up of a monitoring committee of experts to ensure the
implementation of programmes related to promotion of
Urdu in the light of the recommendations of the
Sub-Committee and other proposals that might come up
as an offshoot of these recommendations. The proposed
Committee should comprise Principals of Urdu-medium
schools and Urdu teachers from Delhi University, Aligarh
Muslim University, Maulana Azad National Urdu
University, Jamia Millia Islamia, Jawaharlal Nehru
University and other institutions and some other
eminent Urdu scholars.
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(2) A database of the institutions responsible for training
Urdu teachers should be developed.
(3) None of the schools run by the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan in the country provide Urdu education due to
the condition of minimum of 15 students for providing
such a facility. Section 122 of the Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan Code may be suitably amended to bring down
the number to 5 or 6 students as is being done in Uttar
Pradesh and Delhi, respectively.
(4) Urdu should be introduced as a subject in the
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas as well as Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas.
(5) Urdu-medium schools should be granted a 5 per cent
exemption and a quota for admission to government
colleges.
(6) Students having training to teach Urdu as a subject
and not teaching through Urdu as a medium should also
be provided the required training. This would include
madrasa pass-outs. A teacher-training diploma course
should be introduced for the madrasa pass-outs and the
diploma in Madrasa Teacher Education (MTE) be made at
par with the Diploma in Elementary Teacher Education
(ETE).
(7) It is unfortunate that Urdu medium schools cannot
be opened in Uttar Pradesh and many other states
because they have some legal provisions that make the
use of the official language of the state mandatory as
medium of instruction and examination. Therefore, the
government may formulate such laws that may allow
the state governments to establish Urdu-medium
educational institutions and conduct examinations in
Urdu language in Uttar Pradesh and such other states.
(8) There should be transparency in implementing the
three language formula. Urdu has been practically
ousted from the category of modern Indian languages,
depriving the students aspiring to learn Urdu of any such
chance and forcing them to learn some other language
in place of Urdu.
(9) Knowledge of Urdu must be made compulsory for
administrative and semi-academic staff in every
institution meant for education, teaching, promotion
and propagation of Urdu such as Maulana Azad National
Urdu University and National Council for Promotion of
Urdu Language.

(10) The system of Distance Education can very
effectively be used for teaching Urdu to certain sections
of the population, particularly women, who cannot join
regular schools for their education. The Aligarh-based
institution, Jamia Urdu, has performed a pioneering
role in this field in its 75 years of existence. It should be
accorded the status of a deemed university.
(11) (i) There is an urgent need for English language
skills to be developed and honed amongst the
underprivileged sections of society – especially the
Urdu-speaking minorities in the country. Inculcation of
English language skills will, therefore, go a long way in
contributing to the establishment of an inclusive society
which is marked by literacy and awareness.
(ii) A Monitoring Committee to be formed to take care of
the academic and administrative aspects of
English-Language Courses.
(iii) Special emphasis should be laid on communicative
strategies of teaching that would revolve around
listening, reading, writing and speaking skills in English.
(12) The National Council for Promotion of Urdu
Language (NCPUL) is doing some excellent work in
various ways to achieve this objective. The following
activities should be added to its programmes:
(i) Introduction of translation courses.
(ii) Adding more CABA – MDTP and Urdu Centres in
different parts of the country, particularly in districts
and blocks with substantial Urdu-speaking population.
(iii) Instituting a National Register of trained Urdu
teachers
(iv) Promoting use of digital media in the field of Urdu.
(v) Development of Urdu software.
(vi) The NCPUL budget allocation needs to be raised to
Rs. 100 crores. Additional infrastructure should be
provided for storage of publications.
(13) The rules for the minimum qualification of B.Ed. or
TTE-trained Urdu teachers should be amended for
madrasa pass-outs as they have only one qualifying
certificate at par with certificates of 10th and 12th
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classes, so that they may also qualify for training as
Urdu teachers.
(14) Separate grants should be provided to the
universities and colleges which are running Urdu
journalism courses meant for producing competent
Urdu journalists to be absorbed in Urdu TV news
channels and radio, so that there are funds to procure
necessary equipments to facilitate budding Urdu-media
persons to get hands-on training.

MHRD to Provide 5000 Faculty Positions
in HE
Under the Rashtriya Uchattar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA),
the Ministry proposes to provide for 5000 faculty
positions in the Higher Education sector during the
current Five-Year Plan, ending 2017. The Rs.
99,000-crore RUSA programme, approved by the Union
Cabinet in November 2013, aims to boost the Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER), and the proposal to increase the
number of faculty in the Higher Education institutions is
an attempt in this direction.

The Central government will also provide support in
filling up positions in the category of Assistant
Professors or equivalent cadre against vacancies. All the
State universities will be eligible to receive grants under
this programme. The recruitment process will have to
adhere to UGC norms and regulations. The funding
priorities are as follows:

faculty positions at the end of the scheme (after 5-8
years, depending on the year in which such positions are
sanctioned).

recruitment has taken place in the universities and
colleges during the last 3 years.

have a faculty-student ratio between 15:1 to 20:1.

Dr. M. M. Pallam Raju, Minister of HRD, being presented with the report of the Sub-Committee on
promotion of Urdu language, in New Delhi on December 19, 2013.
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Appointments

Smt. Ruchi Mahajan, Section Officer (SO)
Shri Avinash Chandra Sharma, SO
Shri Yogender Kumar Vashist, SO
Shri Dharmender, SO

Transfers

Shri Anant Kumar Singh, Joint Secretary (JS)
Shri Raja Ram Meena, Deputy Secretary (DS)
Shri Makkhan Lal Meena, DS
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